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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mozer (US 5,657,380) in view of von Bauer et al. (US 5,428,388). 

Regarding claim 1 , Mozer teaches a wireless call system (automatic door 
answering and message system) comprising an outdoor unit (exterior unit, Fig. 1, 
28, Col. 4, lines 49 - 51 ) installed on the outside of an entrance of a structure 
having a door lockable with lock means (door release mechanism, Col. 8, lines 
15-18), for calling a resident in the structure, an indoor unit (interior unit, Fig. 1, 
32, Col. 4, lines 51 - 53) connected to the outdoor unit by radio (RF link, Fig. 1 , 
20, Col. 4, lines 42 - 45), for informing the resident of the presence of a visitor 
upon receiving a signal from the outdoor unit and allowing the resident to answer 
the visitor through the outdoor unit (exterior unit) (Col. 4, lines 54 - 67). 

However, Mozer does not specifically disclose the outdoor unit having 
image pickup means for picking up an image of the visitor making a call with the 
outdoor unit, the indoor unit being portable and having display means for 
displaying the visitor's image picked up by the image pickup means, the indoor 
unit being portable to an optional location and allowing at the optional location 
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the resident to check the visitor displayed on the display means. On the other 
hand, von Bauer teaches the outdoor unit (door bell station, Fig. 1a, 31) having 
image pickup means (CCD camera, Fig. 1a, 45) for picking up an image of the 
visitor making a call with the outdoor unit (door bell station, Col. 7, lines 15 - 28), 
the indoor unit (video receiver station. Fig. 1b, 32) being portable and having 
display means (the video receiver station receives the appropriate signals from 
the door bell station and displays the received information on a TV) for displaying 
the visitor's image picked up by the image pickup means and the indoor unit 
(video receiver station) being portable to an optional location (the video receiver 
station can be connected to any TV) and allowing at the optional location the 
resident to check the visitor displayed on the display means (Col. 6, lines 34 - 51 
and Col. 7, lines 28 - 34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
technique of von Bauer to the system of Mozer in order to provide an annunciator 
system including a remote sensing station which is capable of transmitting audio 
and visual data to a monitoring station via modulated radio waves. 

Regarding claim 2, Mozer in view of von Bauer as applied to claim 1 
above discloses the outdoor unit (exterior unit, Fig. 1, 28) having message taking 
means for taking a message from the visitor (a single microphone, Fig. 1 , 24) and 
the indoor unit (interior unit. Fig. 1, 32) having message playback means for 
playing back the visitor's message taken by the message taking means (a single 
speaker, Fig. 1 , 22) (Mozer, Col. 4, lines 42 - 67). 
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3. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mozer in view of von Bauer as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Nakamura (US 6,466,261). 

Regarding claim 3, Mozer in view of von Bauer as applied to claim 1 
above discloses that the visitor's image is picked up by the image pickup means 
(CCD camera located at the door bell station (exterior unit), von Bauer, Col. 7, 
lines 15-28) and displaying means to display the visitor's image (von Bauer, 
Col. 6, lines 34 - 51 and Col. 7, lines 28 - 34). 

However, Mozer in view of von Bauer as applied to claim 1 above differ 
from claim 3 in the present invention in that the indoor unit has image recording 
means for recording the visitor's image picked up by the image pickup means 
and the display means is able to display the visitor's image recorded by the 
image recording means. On the other hand, Nakamura teaches image recording 
means (memory processing section, Fig. 2, 7) for recording the visitor's image 
picked up by the image pickup means (CCD camera) and the display means (TV) 
being able to display the visitor's image recorded by the image recording means 
(Nakamura, Col. 4, lines 5-15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
technique of Nakamura to the modified system of Mozer and von Bauer in order 
to provide a door camera unit having recording means, which includes a video 
memory, in which only necessary video images are automatically recorded. 
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Regarding claim 4, Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of 
Nakamura as applied to claim 3 above discloses the image recording means for 
recording the visitor's image picked up by the image pickup means, the display 
means is able to display the visitor's image recorded by the image recording 
means (Nakamura, Col. 4, lines 5-15) and message recording means for 
recording the visitor's message taken by the message taking means and the 
message playback means is able to play back the visitor's message recorded by 
the message recording means (Mozer, Col. 5, lines 22-42). 

4. Claims 5 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of Nakamura as applied to claim 3 
above, and further in view of Scott et al. (US 6,272,562). 

Regarding claim 5, Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of 
Nakamura as applied to claim 3 above discloses the wireless call system 
(automatic door answering and message system) having unlocking control 
means for unlocking the lock mechanism (door release mechanism, Mozer, Col. 
8, lines 15-18). 

However, Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of Nakamura as 
applied to claim 3 above differ from claim 5 in the present invention in that Mozer 
in view of Bauer and further in view of Nakamura does not specifically disclose 
the feature of the outdoor unit having biometric information input means for 
inputting biometric information on the visitor and the wireless call system further 
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having unlock control means for unlocl<ing the locl< means if the biometric 
information input through the biometric Information input means agrees with 
registered biometric information. On the other hand, Scott teaches the feature of 
the outdoor unit (Access Control Unit, Fig. 1 , 100) having biometric information 
input means (finger print scanner, Fig. 1, 108) for inputting biometric information 
on the visitor (Col. 3, lines 32 - 62) and the ACU (Access Control Unit) further 
having unlock control means for unlocking the lock means if the biometric 
information input through the biometric information input means agrees with 
registered biometric information (granting access to the individual after biometric 
analysis, Col. 1 , lines 9 - 45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
technique of Scott to the modified system of Mozer and von Bauer in order to 
provide a compact ACU which allows it to be incorporated into a wider range of 
access control applications, such as, prison security points and entry/exit 
locations in a secure building or area, and allows it to be integrated more easily 
with existing computer systems. 

Regarding claim 6, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 5. 

Regarding claim 7, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 5. 

Regarding claim 8, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 5. 
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5. Claims 9-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of Nal<amura and further in view of Scott 
as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Setlak et al. (US 6,628,812). 

Regarding claim 9, Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of 
Nakamura and further in view of Scott as applied to claim 5 above discloses the 
biometric information input means is fingerprint input means, the unlock control 
means unlocks the lock means if a fingerprint input through the fingerprint input 
means agrees with a registered fingerprint (Col. 3, lines 32 - 62, granting access 
to the individual after biometric analysis. Col. 1 , lines 9 - 45). 

However, Mozer in view of von Bauer and further in view of Nakamura and 
further in view of Scott as applied to claim 5 above differ from claim 9 in the 
present invention in that Mozer, von Bauer, Nakamura and Scott does not 
specifically disclose a part of the outdoor unit is made of conductive material and 
is grounded and the part of the outdoor unit made of conductive material is 
touched by a person before inputting the person's fingerprint into the fingerprint 
input means to release static electricity from the person. On the other hand 
Setlak discloses a part of the fingerprint sensor is made of conductive material 
(ESD suppressor, Fig. 3, 101 is connected to the first electrode, Fig. 3, 54) and is 
grounded (ground. Fig. 3), and the part of the fingerprint sensor unit made of 
conductive material is touched by a person before inputting the person's 
fingerprint into the fingerprint input means to release static electricity from the 
person (Setlak, Col. 7, lines 4 - 15 and Col. 8, lines 1 - 7). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the technique Setlak to the modified system of Mozer, von 
Bauer, Nakamura and Scott in order to provide a fingerprint sensor package 
which is resistant to transients such as ESD (Electro Static Discharge) events. 

Regarding claim 10, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 9. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 9. 

Regarding claim 12, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 9. 

Regarding claim 13, Mozer in view of von Bauer further in view of 
Nakamura and further in view of Scott and further in view of Setlak as applied to 
claim 9 teaches the conductive material (conductive strip or external electrode, 
Fig. 3, 54) is any one of nonconductive resin mixed with conductive metal 
powder, nonconductive resin mixed with carbon fiber, and conductive resin (the 
conductive material can be made of any combination such as multiple conductive 
and insulating layers. Col. 7, lines 4 - 29, Col. 8, lines 1 - 7 and 19 - 67). 

Regarding claim 14, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 15, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 13. 
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Regarding claim 16, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 17, Mozer in view of von Bauer further in view of 
Nakamura and further in view of Scott and further in view of Setlak as applied to 
claim 9 teaches that the part of the outdoor unit made of conductive material is 
one of a call button used to make a call and a message input button used to input 
a message (the conductive material in exterior unit activates the calling and 
messaging function, Col. 5, lines 1 - 42). 

Regarding claim 18, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 19, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 20, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 21 , the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 22, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 23, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 24, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 17. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Mun et al. (US 6,094,213) discloses a videoconference system used in 
home automation for performing audio and video conferencing between a 
personal computer and a videophone as well as remote conference system. 

Schanhals et al. (US 6,337,856) discloses a data communication system 
for use in a work environment to establish a connection between a data 
communication device and an access point in connection with a communication 
system and with a multimedia system providing a multimedia signal. 

Hoffmann et al. (US 6,256,479) discloses a door intercom for a dwelling, 
the intercom comprising a street panel and an indoor set, the street panel being 
provided with a call button and being connected to an electric latch fitted to a 
door of the dwelling, the street panel including a radio transmitter and receiver, 
means for recognizing a latch-opening code received by the receiver, a stand- 
alone electrical power supply, and means for activating the electric circuit of the 
latch. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Un C Cho whose telephone number is (703)305-8725. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M ~ F 8:00AM to 4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (703)308-6739. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Un C Cho i/d 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2682 
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